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Adults	play	a	crucial	role	in	supporting	children’s	active	engagement	by:		

	

1. Designing	meaningful,	purposeful	and	motivating	activities	
2. Modifying	the	environment	through	the	provision	of	learning	supports	

3. Providing	interpersonal	supports	by	changing	the	way	they	interact	with	learners	
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Directing	
communication	

towards	children	
and	adults	

	

Using	task	
materials	

productively	
in	activities	

Independently	
collecting	

materials	to	use	
in	a	task	or	

activity	

Spontaneous	
and	creative	
expressive	

communication	

Responding	to	a	
communication	

partner	when	they	
make	a	bid	for	

attention	

Seeking	assistance	
when	feelings	are	

difficult	to	manage	

Using	coping	
strategies	when	

activities	become	
challenging	

Collaborating	
effectively	through	

reciprocity	and	
taking	turns		

Flexibility	

Being	flexible	
when	asked	to	

change	location,	
activity	or	task	

materials	

Being	able	to	
shift	attention	

focus	within	the	
same	activity	

	
	

Describes	how	children	respond	to	and	interact	with	the	
demands	of	the	classroom	and	the	people	around	them.		A	dynamic	construct	which	is	important	for	learning.		A	key	component	in	effective	teaching	and	learning	for	all	children.		

			WHAT	DOES	IT	LOOK	LIKE	WHEN	CHILDREN	ARE	ACTIVELY	ENGAGED?	

3	

			WHAT	IS	ACTIVE	ENGAGEMENT?	
1	

			HOW	CAN	ADULTS	SUPPORT	CHILDREN?	

2	

	

Structured	activities		

Alternative	and	
augmentative	communication	supports		

Visual	and	organisational	supports		Modified	goals,	activities	and	learning	
environments	

Responsive	
	Fostering	initiation	

	

Respecting	child’s	independence	
	

Setting	stage	for	
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	Providing	developmental	supports	
	Adjusting	language	levels		Modelling	appropriate	behaviour	
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REFERENCES:		
The	SCERTS	Framework:	Prizant,	Wetheby,	Rubin,	Laurent,	Ridell	(2007)	
Maximising	the	impact	of	teaching	Assistants	2nd	edition:	Webster,	Russell,	Blatchford	(2016)	

Evaluation	of	Classroom	Active	Engagement	in	Elementary	Students	with	Autism	Spectrum	Disorders	Sparapan,	et	al	2016	
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Speech & Language Games 
for the classroom

Visit our Shop at www.speechandlanguage.info

Designed for  
• Schools
• Parents
• SLTs

Pocket Packs

Stickers

Board Games

Homework Packs
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OUR PACKAGES 
LANGUAGE LINK

Infant Language Link and Junior Language Link provide schools with online tools to identify difficulties 
understanding language and provide timely targeted interventions. 

With 3 standardised child friendly assessments, over 1,000 colourful resources, 22 planned termly language groups, 
34 individual supplementary teaching plans and 78 handouts for parents, the Language Link packages are the most 
comprehensive set of tools available for SLCN. Each package includes an online training course, a friendly Help Desk  
with speech and language therapist support to help you make the most of these powerful tools. All this for a modest 

annual subscription, less than one pupil premium or equivalent! 

Identification

Children are assessed using our online, adult-led 
standardised assessments. Fun, quick and easily 
accessible, they assess children’s understanding 
of language across key areas appropriate for 

their age. Instant results will identify children who need 
specialist support and recommend appropriate class and 
small group interventions so you can target help at the  
right level where it is most needed. 

A set of comprehensive progress measures establishes 
how the child is coping in the classroom. These help 
teachers set targets for improvement across key skills 
including communication, participation, listening, active 
involvement and social confidence. 

Intervention

The Language Link packages provide planned 
and resourced interventions for a graduated 
approach: 

•  Whole class – high quality teaching strategies and 
classroom resources allow the teacher to support 
speech and language difficulties universally

•  Group interventions – small planned and fully resourced 
language groups allow the support staff to provide 
targeted interventions

•  Individual interventions – for pupils who need a little 
bit extra following a group, our supplementary teaching 
plans allow teachers and support staff to offer intensive 
focussed support in the classroom.
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SENCO

Instant inspection ready 
reports and provision 

maps for children, classes 
and the whole school help 
you to plan and evaluate 

support.

HEADTEACHER

Measured outcomes 
and detailed live reporting 

enable senior leaders 
to develop and monitor 

SLCN policy and budget 
deployment.

PARENTS

Information handouts, 
homework activities and 

parent views surveys turn 
parents into partners.

TEACHER

Standardised assessment 
results, whole class 

teaching strategies and 
classroom resources 

enrich high quality 
teaching and progress 

reviews.

SUPPORT STAFF

Planned groups and 
individual programmes 
with over 1,000 colourful 

resources help you 
deliver interventions. 

Online training develops 
your expertise.

Measuring progress

Language Link allows you to track impact with powerful 
progress measures, parent and pupil views, and group 
and supplementary teaching outcomes. Our flexible 
dynamic reporting tool provides the information you need 
at the touch of a button. Reports and provision maps show 
in-school improvement for each child, class, year group  
and even the whole school!

Universal screening

Difficulty understanding language can be hard to spot 

in the classroom through observation alone. To ensure 

no child is missed we recommend that every child is 

screened at the beginning of their school career and 

again at junior level. Early intervention is key to ensuring 

any delays are supported. A Language Link subscription 

allows you to carry out unlimited assessments across an 

academic year representing outstanding value for money.

BOOK A

www.speechandlanguage.info

FREE
TRIAL
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Online Listening Games

The ability to hear the difference between speech sounds 
is essential for both speech and literacy development.  Use 
our engaging interactive graded listening games across the 
whole class to establish the skills needed to access early 
phonics.
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 Assessment 3 3 3

Group Intervention –  3 3	 N/A 
Fully Resourced

Individual Intervention –  
Fully Resourced   

Online Games N/A N/A 3

Provision Maps and  
Online Reporting  3 3 3

Online Training Course  3 3 3

Help Desk Support  3 3 3

Speech and Language 
Therapist Support  3 3 3

Total cost in start-up year  £425 £425 £330

Cost in follow-on years  £275 £275 £180

INFANT 
LANGUAGE LINK

JUNIOR 
SPEECH LINK

3 3 3

HELP DESK

Advice on 
choosing the 
right support for 

your school and A* in-
package support from SLTs, 
specialist teachers and Tas.  
In this technological age, it 
is reassuring that you can 
always talk to a real person 
with expertise.

TRAINING

A range of 
training options 
for ALL teaching 

and support staff.  Online, 
face to face and bespoke 
solutions allow the SENCO 
to choose the strategic 
provision that best meets 
the team’s CPD needs.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Enhance each 
package with 
a box of pre-

printed resources.  Including 
over 600+ pages on high 
quality card, this resource 
will save you time at the 
photocopier.  Ask the Help 
Desk for more information.

All that and more..
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£150  
Discount

See page 7



Background

Language Link is an assessment and intervention package 
used by schools to enable pupils with developmental 
language difficulties and those new to English access the 
curriculum.  To investigate the impact of Language Link 
interventions a small scales study was carried out in a large 
mainstream primary school in Kent.

The study took place in a large, three form entry primary 
school in East Kent.  The school had a wide and varied 
catchment area.  Staff were familiar with the Language Link 
package and had experience delivering the package in 
previous academic years.  All staff involved had previously 
received training in how to use the package.  

Method

The Language Link assessment identified 34 pupils aged 
between 4:01 and 5:00 years to take part in this study.  
They were assessed on a range of standardised tests and 
then assigned to either an experimental group (n=20) or a 
control group (n=14).  The experimental group was divided 
into smaller groups of 3 or 4 pupils who all received 
the same small group intervention aimed at improving 
their understanding of concepts and the ability to follow 
instructions.  The groups ran for 8 x 30 min sessions and 
were delivered by an experienced Teaching Assistant. 

Each Language Link group session involved a warm-up 
game, two 10 minute activities, and a plenary session.  
A plan detailing the aims, target vocabulary, resources 
needed and detailed instructions for each activity is 
provided by the Language Link programme.  

This study set out to answer two important questions:

1) Would the intervention make a difference?

2) What areas of language would improve?

Results

The children in the experimental group who took part in the 
Language Link intervention made more progress in their 
ability to follow instructions involving concepts than those 
in the control group. 

The children in the experimental group also made more 
progress in other areas of their language. 

There was a significant difference (p<0.001) between the 
two groups before intervention but not after intervention on 
the CELF 4UK Concepts and Directions test. The children 
in the experimental group made significant progress in 
their ability to follow instructions.

Mean and SD for experimental and control groups 
before intervention (T1) and after intervention (T2) 

BPVS CELF TROG

T1 T2 T1 T2 T1 T2

Experimental 
Group

92.7 
(9.79)

93.2 
(8.35)

5.45 
(2.43)

8.15 
(2.49)

84.9 
(6.93)

89.5 
(10.3)

Control 
Group

96.5 
(5.96)

97.3 
(7.52)

7.78 
(1.36)

8.64 
(2.06)

91.9 
(12.3)

91.2 
(13.5)

MALE FEMALE
Experimental Group 14 6

Control Group 3 11

Total 17 17
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